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The special regular meeting of the Petersburg City Council was held on Tuesday, March 16, 2021, live streamed.  Mayor Parham called the meeting to order at 12:32p.m.

1.
ROLL CALL:

Present:


 Council Member Charles H. Cuthbert, Jr.

 Council Member Treska Wilson-Smith 

 Council Member W. Howard Myers 
 Council Member Darrin Hill

 Vice Mayor Annette Smith-Lee
 Mayor Samuel Parham

Absent:
Council Member John A. Hart, Sr.
Present from City Administration: 




Interim City Manager Kenneth Miller



City Attorney Anthony C. Williams 



Clerk of Council Nykesha D. Jackson
2.
PRAYER:


Mayor Parham stated, “Councilman Hill will lead us in our opening prayer.”

Council Member Hill led the council meeting in prayer.

3.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Mayor Parham led council and the citizens in the pledge of allegiance.
4.
DETERMINATION OF THE PRESENCE OF A QUORUM:

A quorum was determined with the presence of all City Council Members except Council Member Hart.
5.
PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS/PRESENTATION OF CEREMONIAL PROCLAMATIONS:
*No items for this portion of the agenda.
6.
RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC INFORMATION PERIOD:

*No items for this portion of the agenda.
7.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (to include minutes of previous meeting/s)
a. Request for the City Council to schedule a public hearing regarding a proposal to purchase and develop nine (9) parcels of City-owned property and, consideration of an ordinance authorizing the City Manager to execute a purchase agreement toward the sale of City-owned property.
b. Minutes of February 16, 2021 Special City Council Meeting on the CAFR.
c. A request to authorize the Economic Development Authority to allow South Central Wastewater Authority to conduct due diligence (surveying, boring and archeological investigation) on the Roper Property (119, 130 Pocahontas Street) for a proposed ROW alignment extension.
Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the consent agenda as read by the Mayor. The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, Smith-Lee, and Parham; Absent: Hart
Mayor Parham stated, “We have Mrs. Kemi here for responses to public information period. Good afternoon.”

Mrs. Kemi stated, “Sorry I am able to unmute now. Good afternoon. Yes, I just have one answer from the last meeting. There was a question about salaries. So, I wanted to just give the pathway to find those on our City website. Anyone who is interested in our City employees’ salaries it is at Petersburgva.gov. It is on the human resource page on the website, and it is marked as public body employee information. That is all Mayor.”

Mayor Parham stated, “Okay. Thank you.”

8.
OFFICIAL PUBLIC HEARINGS:

a. A public hearing and consideration of an amendment to the text of the City of Petersburg Zoning Ordinance regarding Small Box Discount Stores and Alternative Financial Institution. 
BACKGROUND: 
The City Council initiated an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance in accordance with Article 28 of the Petersburg Zoning Ordinance and requested a review and recommendation from the Planning Commission of a text amendment regarding Small Box Discount Stores and Alternative Financial Institutions.

City’s Zoning Ordinance currently does not contain a definition for or otherwise regulate “small box discount stores” or “alternative financial institutions.” City Council expressed belief that defining these uses and possibly requiring a Special Use Permit for the location of any new small box discount stores or alternative financial institution would be of benefit to the City of Petersburg.

A 2019 report from the Urban and Regional Studies Planning Division of Virginia Commonwealth University indicates that “the City of Petersburg, Virginia has long suffered with issues of limited access to food and food insecurity” which resulted in the City being ranked last of Virginia’s 133 cities in counties in the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation annual health rankings. The report indicates that “small box discount stores” (convenience and dollar stores) make up 67 percent of the food retailers in Petersburg, and that small box discount stores are most commonly recognized for providing food of low nutritional value in low wealth communities. Therefore, there is concern that the concentration of these stores has and continues to negatively impact the health, safety, and welfare of our citizens and subsequent low health rankings. 

Also, payday and title loan companies (“alternative financial institutions”) provide short-term high interest loans to individuals and tend to be concentrated in areas with disproportionately low income and disproportionately minority populations. Studies such as the May 14, 2019 study by S. Ilan Guedj, PhD of Bates White Economic Consulting conclude that the use of alternative financial institutions has a tendency to perpetuate debt and poverty by creating a dependency by borrowers upon such loans. The report indicates that in addition to prolonged indebtedness, the use of alternative financial institutions can increase financial delinquency and borrower delinquency and exacerbate instances of default by borrowers. There is concern that the City of Petersburg has a disproportionately high number of alternative financial institutions located within the City limits, which adversely impacts the lives of City residents.

During a February 17, 2021 meeting, the Planning Commission is scheduled to consider the item and provide a recommendation to the City Council.

This is a Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment, to be considered by the City Council to amend the Petersburg Zoning Ordinance accordingly, after required public hearings and compliance with all other applicable law.
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the City Council schedules a public hearing, considers, and approves an ordinance amending the City of Petersburg Zoning Ordinance regarding Small Box Discount Stores and Alternative Financial Institutions.
Reginald Tabor, Interim Director of Planning and Community Development, gave an overview on an amendment to the text of the City of Petersburg Zoning Ordinance regarding Small Box Discount Stores and Alternative Financial Institution.
Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comments. 

Jeffrey Fleming, 1819 Chuckatuck Avenue, stated, “This is a good ordinance to stop the growth of dollar stores which we have too many in the City. Something else that City Council should look at also is these gambling skill game establishments that are all over the place in the City. You see calls at all times of the night. They call them skill games, but they are nothing more than gambling to me. They are something that you should look at. Thank you.”

Barbara Rudolph, 1675 Mt. Vernon Street, stated, “This is an excellent report and I want to commend the staff for doing all that research and providing that information. I think that it is going to be a great reference material for a lot of things. And I do support defining all of these different types of establishment. That helps the City with regulating and enforcing compliance. I believe that there was something mentioned in there about a moratorium on alternative financial institutions or pay lenders. And do hope that you will adopt that. Thank you.”
Patrick Ingram, 836 S. Gillfield Drive, stated, “I just wanted to commend the staff for a great comprehensive report. One of my only words of constructive feedback is that it would have been nice to have the Ward 6 council person provide opportunities outside of council meetings to get additional feedback and thoughts and concerns about how our citizens feel about this subject matter. But outside of that thank you.”
Linwood Christian, 410 Mistletoe Street, stated, “Good evening again. I too think that this is a good idea. Especially with the fact that this locality is one of many that are targeted by these payday loan lenders. But the only thing of my concern is that I hope this also will not increase loan sharking. Because most will think loan sharking. But we do have persons in this community who members of the community will borrow money from. And those person’s pay back almost double what they borrowed. So, I hope that this will not increase that. But again, I am glad that this is coming up. I believe that it was my fellow citizen Mr. Fleming or Mrs. Rudolph that brought up the fact. I hope that you will start looking at these casino’s that are beginning to spring up. And a lot of them are in stores not only in the 5th Ward but almost in every ward where there are convenience stores here in Petersburg. And some are cropping up outside of the stores. I understand and I want to thank our police department. A few of them have had their license revoked. So, I would hope that it would be the next thing that City Council would look at. I think that this is a start in the right direction. Thank you.”
Genevieve Lohr, 19 Guarantee Street, stated, “And I would like to just echo what the other constituents have said about how valuable this is. I think that there is a lot of excellent information in there as well as statistics for us moving forward. I would say that my only concern is that it almost feels that I worry that we are too little to late. Because I feel like we are already at a point where there is a lot of saturation of these stores. It is something that I would like to be considered in the future. It is something that we can do to try to get the stores in Petersburg to adopt some of these practices with some fresh produce or some things like that would make them align with this ordinance even though they are already here. That would be a concern of mine.”
Seeing no further hands, Mayor Parham closed the public hearing.

Council Member Cuthbert made a motion to adopt the ordinance as proposed in item 8A but with the following floor amendments in place of the last paragraph of Exhibit A. The new language proposed is: In each district where the use meeting the definition of “small box discount stores” or “alternative financial institutions” as described above is permitted by right upon adoption of this ordinance the zoning for such district shall be deemed to have been amended to require a special use permit for any “small box store” or “alternative financial institution”. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, Smith-Lee, and Parham; Absent: Hart
21-ORD-15
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PETERSBURG ZONING ORDINANCE TO ADDRESS SMALL BOX DISCOUNT STORES AND ALTERNATIVE FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS.
b. A public hearing and consideration of an ordinance authorizing the City Manager to execute a Purchase Agreement toward the Sale Thirty-Six (36) parcels of City-owned property to JC Bynum Construction.
BACKGROUND: 
The Department of Economic Development received a Letter of Intent (LOI) to purchase City owned property from Ms. Sheila Coleman on behalf of JC Bynum Construction on November 16, 2020.  The request was for thirty (30) parcels with a total offer price of $500 (See attached LOI).  The total assessed value for the properties is $261,000. 

On November 17, 2020, Staff responded to Ms. Coleman with a counteroffer of $1,000 per parcel which totals $30,000.  This offer was based on ensuring the associated attorney fees and closing costs to the City would be covered.  On November 17, 2020, Ms. Coleman did not accept the counteroffer stating that she would only offer $1,000 total for all thirty properties with a total assessed value of $261,000.  Staff advised Ms. Coleman that we were in the process of updating the City of Petersburg Property Disposition Guidelines and that Staff would follow up after the December 8, 2020 City Council Meeting. 

On December 8, 2020, the City Council adopted resolution 20-R-68, a resolution for the adoption of new and updated guidelines for the disposition of City-owned real estate property by the City of Petersburg.

On December 21, 2020, Ms. Coleman sent a follow up email requesting her proposal go before City Council.

On December 29, 2021 and on January 4, 2021, Ms. Coleman asked to add six (6) additional residential properties to the list without an increased proposed purchase price. This would increase the final total assessed value to $341,100 and a total proposed purchase price of $36,000 for the 36 properties.

Ms. Coleman as JC Bynum recently closed on the purchase of twelve (12) formerly City-owned properties in October 2020.  As of March 1, 2021, building permit applications for these properties have not been received according to the Code and Compliance Division of Neighborhood Services and construction has not started. The property claw-back date in the Purchase Agreement is November 30, 2022.

List of properties closed on October 2020:
1. 804-806 Bolling St
2. 411 Shore St
3. 520 Shore St
4. 524 Shore St
5. 525 Shore St
6. 530 Shore St
7. 516-18 Shore St
8. 725 Wilson St
9. 729 Wilson St
10. 735 Wilson St
11. 745 Wilson St
12. 747 Wilson St


List of additional properties proposed for purchased on November 2020
1. 105 Burch St N
2. 1111 Halifax St
3. 1115 Halifax St
4. 1230 High St W
5. 201 Virginia Ave
6. 806 Washington St E
7. 1157 Washington St W
8. 716 Wythe St E
9. 715 Wythe St E
10. 851 Bank St E
11. 741 Blick St
12. 109 Burch St N
13. 113 Burch St N
14. 115 Burch St N
15. 751 Jones St S
16. 215 Jones St S
17. 206 Jones St S
18. 505 High St
19. 650 Lawrence St
20. 9 Ross Ct
21. 12 Ross Ct
22. 4 Ross Ct
23. 6 Ross Ct
24. 734 Washington St E
25. 1119 High St W
26. 505 High St 
27. 723-25 Harding St
28. 615 Harding St
29. 742 Blick St
30. 857 E Bank St 

List of additional residential properties proposed for purchase on December 29, 2020 and January 4, 2020
1. 2761 Boydton Plank Rd
2. 735 Wilson St
3. 1114 Wythe St W
4. 323 West St S
5. 1805 Walton St
6. 1600 Shirley Ave
RECOMMENDATION: 
The Department of Economic Development does not recommend approval of the proposal to purchase and develop City-owned property submitted by JC Bynum Construction. The recommendation is based on noncompliance with the Guidelines for the Disposition of City Real Estate Property that were adopted by the City Council, 20-R-68 on December 8, 2020, especially that the offer price is not at or near the assessed value of the properties. The offer price of $36,000 is 11% of the combined assessed property value of $341,100.
Cynthia Boone, Administrative Assistant to the Department of Economic Development, gave an overview on the request and consideration of an ordinance authorizing the City Manager to execute a Purchase Agreement toward the Sale Thirty-Six (36) parcels of City-owned property to JC Bynum Construction.
Mayor Parham opened the floor for public comment.

Linwood Christian, 410 Mistletoe Street, stated, “I would like to say that I agree with that recommendation that this be denied. Because those 12 parcels that she has done nothing with are right up the street from me. I remember when she was walking through this area a long with Councilman Hart. And I had a discussion with her. And I let her know then that as long as she does something, I would support her. But then and now as we see nothing has been done. The only think that is on those properties are people who use it as a car lot. So, I have to agree this time that whatever she proposed or is asking for tell her no. A flat out no. Thank you.”
Barbara Rudolph, 1675 Mt. Vernon Street, stated, “I am urging the council to follow the recommendation made by the Economic Development Department to deny this. I also appreciate the information provided by Mr. Christian since that is in his neighborhood and he has a prospective that some of us do not have. I am solely going by the package and the history. I remember when there was a public hearing on the 12 properties that were purchased. A number of citizens had reservations at that time and at least one council members did also. But the City went ahead to agree to allow her to purchase those properties. So, its unfortunate that nothing is happening. But that is probably a single that nothing is going to happen with the others. According to the agenda package when Ms. Coleman proposed buying six more properties from 30 to 36, she did not even want to pay extra money for the six. That is the way it sounded. That sounded even more bold and audacious. The whole disagreement with trying to pay close to market value and going along with the City policy. So, I am not sure why this individual wants the City to give all of these properties to her when nothing has happened so far with the ones that she already purchased. And again, I will repeat unequivocal denial. Thank you.”
Patrick Ingram, 836 South Gillfield Drive, stated, “So, yes I have to agree with the recommendation. And I also I appreciate Mr. Christian’s prospective. This is the thing. If we were in a position where we knew that they would be offering affordable housing for Petersburg resident’s at or below the median income for people that lived in Petersburg that would be a conversation point. But the reality is that our housing and real estate market in this region is hot right now. I am hearing this from residential real estate agents. And so, we as a City should look at two things. At getting the best deals possible without discounts and holding on to our assets. Because as we move forward the reality is that if we continue with the behavior of just giving property out for not their actual value then we depreciate our inventor. And we cannot leverage that when it comes to growth. Thank you.”
Jeffrey Fleming, 1819 Chuckatuck Avenue, stated, “I may not be delicate in explaining as the previous people have. But I do agree that we do need to listen to the Economic Development and their suggestion in not taking this. Just as Mr. Christian said, this company has not done anything with the 12 properties, and we need to get out of the act of giving things away for nothing. We are selling ourselves short as a City. As long as we continue to do that people will not look at us as a surviving City if we continue to give stuff away. This is the same situation with the Ramada Inn right now. This lady has not done anything with 12 properties why should we give her more. But we need to start looking at rebuilding our City. Thank you.”
Brandi Jarmon, City employee, stated, “I am in total agreement with what everyone has said. From looking at these figures of as much as I can see from the agenda packet and listening to the commentary it seems like this representative was told what to do and the amounts that we were looking for. And yet, still wanted a seat at the table to have this discussion. That is a complete look over what we are as citizens and council saying hey, we need to at least have half invested in our City. And to still be having this meeting shows that we are giving consideration to people when we already stated what we are willing to take for our stuff. The other concern that I have is why that was even an option. That is a lot of parcels for a little bit amount of money. There are of community organizations and a lot of groups in this City that could benefit from a deal like that. And that is what we need to start looking at before we start making deals with the developers to sale land for pennies. We need to look at some of these groups and entities in the City that are willing to put up the same amounts and do a little bit more. They are not just walking through our neighborhoods for a dollar to get a vote to get a sign-off and we never see them again. I am tired of seeing that happen to our City and I think we should do better in our proposals and recommendations. So, I approve that chain and I advise that we stick with it. That’s it.”
Genevieve Lohr, 19 Guarantee Street, stated, “I just wanted to say that I agree and hope that the council listens to the Economic Development. And as the previous commenters have said we cannot continue to entertain things like this. We have specifications that we present, and we need to stick to it. Especially if we have a lack of progress on previous properties that this person has. I hope that is what you guys choose to do.”
Seeing no further hands, Mayor Parham closed the public hearing.

Sheila Coleman, developer, gave an overview of the request.

There was discussion among City Council and staff.

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the recommendation of the Department of Economic Development to deny approval. The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Smith-Lee. The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, Smith-Lee, and Parham; Absent: Hart
9.
PUBLIC INFORMATION PERIOD:
A public information period, limited in time to 30 minutes, shall be part of an Order of Business at each regular council meeting. Each speaker shall be a resident or business owner of the City and shall be limited to three minutes. No speaker will be permitted to speak on any item scheduled for consideration on the regular docket of the meeting at which the speaker is to speak.  The order of speakers, limited by the 30-minute time period, shall be determined as follows:

a) First, in chronological order of the notice, persons who have notified the Clerk no later than 12:00 noon of the day of the meeting,

b) Second, in chronological order of their sign up, persons who have signed a sign-up sheet placed by the Clerk in the rear of the meeting room prior to the meeting.
Hope Clark, 1629 Mt. Vernon Street, stated, “I am concerned about how my account is being handled by the utility billing and collections department. I received a letter on January 22, 2021, advising me that my December payment was returned because the account number was invalid. And that I had ten days from the date of the letter to make a payment. It took two attempts, but I paid the bill in full on January 29th bringing my account current. And that was within the ten days. I have been locked out from paying my bill by check or online for 90 days which would place that to April 14th. I pay my bill electronically because my work hours and their office hours overlap. And I cannot get to their office before they close without me having to leave work early. I am aware of the dropbox options of making payments, but I will not have any record of not having done that. My question is about being locked out for 90 days after being complied with a letter I was referred to Mr. Monte Evans. He was not in the office either day that I came in after having taken off early. Nor did he call me back or respond to my email. Finally, on February 22nd, I was given a lot of I do not knows and the run around and referrals to people all over the City. A customer services representative from their office said that being locked out for 90 days was per the City Code and that I needed to take it up with the council. I cannot this in the City Code but nevertheless here I am. Why am I being punished for three months for an error that I did make when I entered my account number, but I corrected it when I was notified of the problem. I do not understand. I was current and now I am not any longer. Are you aware that they are referring people to the council for this being a part of the code that you are locked out for 90 days?”
Mayor Parham stated, “Thank you for sharing that with us. We listen to you and get you answers at the next council meeting.”

Ms. Clark stated, “Thank you.”

Barbara Rudolph, 1675 Mt. Vernon Street, stated, “I would like to ask about COVID spending. Petersburg received about $5.5 million dollars from the CARES Act for various things. This began last spring and went into the summer. In the fall there was one report made by the then city manager on the spending plan. The substance of it was never posted on the City’s website. And there has not been any follow-up made public. So, here we are, and we are in March 2021 and the City residents do not know how that money has been spent. And I believe that it should be put out as public information. And I would like for it to be discussed. I am requesting that it be shared publicly with details so that all of us can see how that money was spent. I know that you all are in the process of looking at additional money that would come from the federal government which is a positive. And based on how much money is being given to the Commonwealth it appears that Petersburg could get significantly more than the $5.5 million that we got from CARES Act. This is from the American Recovery Program; I believe it called. But I hope that now that we are going into another year and even greater opportunities to help citizens. That there would be a lot more consideration in helping individuals and there will be more thought put into this and it will not just be thrown together so that we can satisfy some record keepers of the state. More will be shared with the citizens and there will be more participation and it is an opportunity to go about this entirely different and more transparent way. So, I hope that you all will consider that. I am offering that as a helpful suggestion. But it has been very untransparent the way that it has been handled over the past year. And I think that we all want the same thing. We all want that money to go to where the need is the greatest. Thank you.”
Jeffrey Fleming, 1819 Chuckatuck Avenue, stated, “I spoke on it briefly earlier concerning the new skill game. They are in every store. You have three of them in Walnut Hill alone within 100 yards of each other. I am quite sure that this is covered in the City Code on gambling. It is basically gambling. People go there and put their own money in a machine, and they call it skill. They have all different types of names for them, but it is gambling. I am quite sure that it is set out straight forward in the City Code that pertains to gabling. I would like to know what is going to be done about it. These things are popping up and they are popping in our neighborhoods and in the stores and everywhere. Who is it benefitting? In the state lottery a bunch of that goes to education. To me it is a type of illegal gambling no different than putting a slot machine in. I want someone to really look at that to see if they are in compliance to City Code and if they are not then enforcement measures must be taken. Thank you.”
Patrick Ingram, 836 South Gillfield Drive, stated, “I first wanted to piggyback off Mrs. Rudolph in regard to knowing the official and current strategy when it comes to COVID-19 and CDBG funding as it relates to addressing poverty and bringing back our City amenities. Again, I am officially requesting some documentation in regard to that strategy and past spending within this past fiscal year. I am looking and we talked about affordable houses as it relates to Shore Street but what are options that are affordable in Ward 6. And more specifically, for folks who are at or below that median income. As of right now, Ward 5 and 6 have some of the poorest health outcomes in the City. So, what option and what strategies are we leveraging to address these outcomes to create holistic and sustainable solutions. As it relates to poverty, what is the City strategy for that? There was an Anti-Poverty Commission meeting last week. We had a representative from the City come on and there was no specific strategy or even ideas listed in terms of how we address poverty in our City. How do we get to space where we can look back and reflect on how we accomplished creating more equitable solutions that everyone can have a hand in. When it comes to past notation in past meetings, I had requested actual intangible evidence of distribution of COVID-19 PPE throughout Ward 6 and other wards and I am still waiting on that actual list of where that PPE was distributed. And also, some type of proof that goes through the health department on how we are leveraging when we know Ward 5 and 6, based off the Cameron Foundation work, how are we ensuring that we can get into communities in Ward 6 and Ward 5, specifically in areas like the northern part of Ward 6 or the Delectable Heights. And how are we ensuring that we are having vaccination events that are going into those areas and getting people out of their homes and ensuring that they are vaccinated? Seeing that we have a Johnson & Johnson vaccine that is a one shot, why are we not leveraging that? And finally, as we look at our national news trying to address the $15 minimum wage, what is Petersburg doing to ensure that we can move to offer all our employees a minimum wage of $15. As we know we have cross guards and others that make $7.25 and that is not tangible to survive in our City in the current economic fight. Thank you.”
Michelle Murrills, 131 S. Market Street, stated, “I sent you all an email yesterday, and if you didn’t get it please let me know. I will not read the email here as I only have three minutes and do not have enough time for that. But it is on my Facebook page as well as several others. But I will give you a quick synopsis. Last week there was a vaccination clinic that was held here in Petersburg. There were 1,000 single shot vaccines given but they were not all given to the citizens of Petersburg because we were not told about them. Instead, there was an article about it in the Progress-Index and in it says that it took approximately three days to fill a thousand slots mostly through word of mouth. And this is coming from VDH COVID-19 Point of Dispensing Event Manager and Chief of Administration and Resources for the Crater Health District Roxanne Marr-Shears. None of the thousand people who were vaccinated came from the official state list. So, what was the point of the letter that Mr. Cuthbert sent out telling people that the way to get a vaccination is to get on this list. Mr. Cuthbert’s letter even says that I am told that after you get on the state’s list that it can be days to months before the state notifies you when you are scheduled to receive the vaccine. Well of course it is going to take months because people who are not from this area who are not part of Phase 1A or 1B are getting the vaccine rather then giving it to people who are supposed to get it. So, if we are going to throw out the state list and allow anyone who shows up to get a vaccination could you at least contact your own constituent. We have the technology to text and email people about things like this meeting. But we cannot text, email, or send out on social media that there is a clinic in town. Well of course not, because the right people might go to it. Then either tell us how to get on the list or not have a list at all. And make sure that people coming are actually from the Crater Health District. We live in one of the worst hot spots in the nation. As of Sunday, 82% of the ICU beds in this area are occupied and yet people from Spotsylvania who are not in group one period were allowed to get the vaccination. Just because you live with your grandmother does not mean that you get to have a vaccination. I guarantee you every spouse of a doctor would have loved to be able to get a shot because they live with a doctor. To me that would make much more sense that the doctor’s family get one before simply living with someone over the age of 65. So, please with future clinic’s could you inform the citizens of Petersburg that there is to be one rather than to allow anyone who wants the vaccination to come to Petersburg to get one. Somehow I do not believe that we need to get vaccination tourist taking our vaccine.”
10.
BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL:
Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “Thank you. I just have a question. I guess this would go to Mr. Tabor. Have we received the CDBG monies yet?”
Mr. Tabor stated, “With regard to FY2021, which is the current fiscal year that we are in, the City of Petersburg received and approved a Consolidated Plan. And therefore, we are eligible to draw the funding that was allocated for FY2021. We are also in the process of starting the FY2022 process whereby we receive applications.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Mr. Mayor, I am not hearing anything. Is anyone speaking?”

Mayor Parham stated, “Yes. At this time, Mr. Tabor is speaking. Can you hear us? Can everyone else hear Mr. Tabor?”

Council Members responded that they could hear Mr. Tabor.

Mr. VanVoorhees stated, “We can all hear. I believe that Mr. Cuthbert is having problems with his speakers.”

Mr. Tabor stated, “So, we are starting the process for 2022. And we will bring those items to council for consideration and approval.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “So, we did receive the full amount of money that we were waiting for already. And has it been dispersed?”
Mr. Tabor stated, “It has not been dispersed. We are in the process. The process requires an initial approved consolidated plan. But finally, we were able to get that done.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “I am not hearing a thing in the world.”

Mr. Tabor stated, “Then we have to execute the subrecipient agreements and then the funding is available to the subrecipients who were approved.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “And how long do you think that will take.”

Mr. Tabor stated, “We anticipate finalizing the agreement within two weeks.”

Council Member Wilson-Smith stated, “Thank you. That is all I have.”

Council Member Hill stated, “Thank you everyone and thank you Mr. Mayor. Thank you everyone for tuning in on today. I just want to give a couple of announcements. Ward 2 will have a Town Hall Meeting for March 30th at 6pm at Petersburg School Board Office in the parking lot. All citizens must stay in your cars. This is a social distance meeting. We will have microphones and speakers for you to ask your questions. For the citizens of Ward 2 you may come out and for the City of Petersburg as well. But Ward 2 will be having a Town Hall Meeting. It will be a drive up at the school board office. It will be at 6pm on March 30th. Also, Ward 2 will have a spring-cleaning event on April 10th starting at 9am. We will assemble at the school board office and then give some directions to which streets we will try to hit in Ward 2. I am asking all volunteers to come out. We are trying to do a spring-cleaning drive. Also, please be safe during this COVID. Keep our distance and wear your mask and get your shots when they are allotted to you. And I just want to tell the citizens that the City of Petersburg does not control the people getting shots and things of that nature. The only thing that we do is get the space for them. But as far as registering people and things of that nature that is not in our purview. I know that we had some people say something about. I have seen a lot of people in line that are not from our City as well. But I have seen a lot of our citizens who have gotten there shot as well. I do not think that they have a rhyme or reason on how they do it. So, I hope that I am not speaking out of turn. But we do see the things that you see. And another thing, Mr. Fleming touched on it. I had brought this up a while back about a year ago on these slot machines or games and what have you. And I think that they fall under the purview of the Commissioner of Revenue. I am not sure. But, I think, our City Attorney if you can look in there and see who does that fall up under. Because I have seen them pop up. You go to certain service stations and you see two or three of them in the corner and people are playing them religiously. So, if we can get a report on that. And if we have to bring our Commissioner of Revenue in and see how and who authorized them. I do know we have a couple of them in my ward. So, I do not know exactly what they are, but I know that they disguise them. If the City Attorney can see if we have a code or anything that support that I would appreciate it. And I want to thank all of the volunteers who volunteered during this COVID relieve program that the State is giving. Even our first responders. I know that they were at Petersburg High School and Tabernacle Baptist Church and the Train Station. That is all Mayor and members of council.”
Mr. Williams stated, “And Mr. Mayor, while we are waiting on Council Member Cuthbert, I want to address Councilman Hill issue regarding the gambling or games of skill. He is correct. I had previously issued a legal opinion. We do not have the authority currently under the State Code to regulate them in the traditional fashion. Because there have been cases when they determined not to constitute gambling but there are some other avenues that the Commissioner of Revenue could explore, and we talked about those. And I think staff is looking at that currently. I hope that they will have a decision on how they want to proceed in the near future.”
Council Member Hill stated, “Thank you Mr. Williams. I appreciate. Mr. Williams is there anyway that you can get with staff and give us a timeline on when you can get that information to us. I am not trying to put you on the spot. But as soon as you get that information can you give us a report on that please.”

Mr. Williams stated, “I provided the opinion to Mr. Tennant who I think is heading up the effort. And he has a group that is looking at that currently. So, I will get with him later this week and see if he can give us an idea of when they will be prepared to present to you what they plan to do.”

Council Member Hill stated, “Thank you sir.”

Mrs. Adams-Jacobs stated, “I just wanted to chime in as a legislative liaison. This did come up during our last legislative session. In 2020, the General Assembly passed legislation that would ban the regulated and skilled games that we are talking about. As a COVID-19 related measure the 2020 reconvened session, the Governor requested that the General Assembly keep the skilled games until July of 2021. And that those revenues incur the COVID Relief Fund into the local government. Some of this funding was actually related to education. VFC has worked to relay that the Commonwealth should look to other means other than grey machines to fully fund K-12 education. Specifically, they are looking to end the skilled machines July 2021. If anything changes, I will be sure to share that with you all as well as with the team and staff.”
Mayor Parham stated, “Councilman Myers can you unmute yourself at this current time.”

Council Member Myers stated, “I think I might me. I have nothing at this time to add to today sir.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “I do not know what happened, but I could not hear what was going on. But thank you. A couple of things that I wanted to mention. I have a question for Ms. Jackson. Whether she could make it her standard operating procedure to include minutes of the prior meeting in the agenda packet for the next meeting. There is a lag time, and the lag time makes it difficult to follow-up on questions that were asked at the prior meeting. Ms. Jackson is that something that you achieve?”

Ms. Jackson stated, “Yes Council Member Cuthbert. And I would like to say that the last council meeting was behind because of death in my family. And I was out for that week and it was terrible time during that we. So, it did put me behind. So, before then they were on time and in the packet. So, it will be back on schedule at the next meeting.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Well fine. My condolences to your loss and your family’s loss. I am so sorry about that. And I understand the explanation and that is great that in general that you are able to do what I requested. Ms. Jackson another thing. Would you obtain the attendance record of each member of the Planning Commission for 2021 and send that information to all members of council? I am concerned and I am sure that all members of council would be concerned if they realized that there have been two meetings of the Planning Commission at which there was no quorum. And so, business could not be conducted. And so, this slows things down and it is an embarrassment to the City. We look unbusinesslike. And if our appointees are not interested in attending the meeting then perhaps council needs to revisit those appointments. Is that some you can do please Ms. Jackson?”

Ms. Jackson stated, “Yes. I will send that request out right now.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Alright. That is great. On COVID expenditures personally I would like no more expenditures of COVID money to take place until the administration presents a budget and council approves that budget. Now that is a request, and it is not a binding motion. And if Interim Chief Miller would adopt that suggestion, I will be grateful. Chief Miller is that something that you can put the brakes on until the budget gets presented to council that includes an itemization of all proposed COVID money expenditures.”

Mr. Miller stated, “Yes sir. Thank can be done.”

Council Member Cuthbert stated, “Great. I appreciate that. Mr. Mayor would you please put this further discussion of this suggestion on our first meeting in April so that council can weigh in on this and we can give the administration some guidance on what we would like to see in the way of the budget and timetable for getting us a budget. Alright that is great. Mr. Mayor thank you I do not have anything else. I appreciate it.”

Mayor Parham stated, “Thank you.”

Vice Mayor Smith-Lee stated, “Good afternoon. First, I want to start with that this month is Women’s History Month. And some of the people that have done a lot for the kids and the citizens in Petersburg. So, I am just going to mention a few of them. Ann Taylor, Germaine Fauntleroy, Gayle Sales, Debbie Godwin, Brenda Wynn, Annie Mickens, Dela Brand, Francis Lundy, Rosalyn Dance, Lashrecse Aird, Florence Farley, Treska Wilson-Smith, Christy Higgins, Social Butterfly Tami Yerby, Ms. Sheffield, Ms. Bradley, Ms. Williams, Doris Atkins, Martha Burton and many more. These were a lot of women who were instrumental in a lot of people’s lives in the City of Petersburg. So, next I want to go to that we will be having a Ward 6 cleanup on April 17th starting at 9am. We will do all of Halifax Street, Westview, Patterson Street, down Montgomery Street and all the way down to Youngs Road. So, we need anyone that lives in Ward 6 and anyone that wants to volunteer to come out. Also, I am going to do a joint ward meeting with Ward 7. I have to help my counterpart John Hart out, so we are doing a joint meeting. It will be held on April 22nd at Cool Springs Elementary School in the parking lot. It will be a drive in. Details will be put online, and flyers will be going out.”
Mayor Parham stated, “I just want to talk to everyone about the calendar that we have. We have back-to-back meetings for the next few weeks. So, I know that everyone has other meetings going on as well, but I want to make council aware that next Tuesday the 23rd we have a special called council meeting with the Planning Commission starting at 12noon. It is a virtual meeting. And, for everyone to be aware that the following week we have the joint school board council meeting which is going to be on Wednesday at 6pm on Zoom. And then we will be followed by our next meeting the following week of the council work session on April 6th. So, to just give everyone a calendar of what is going on. We are busy as ever and we have a lot of things going on in the City of Petersburg. Thank you all for you time and commitment in moving the City forward.”
11.
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:

*No items for this portion of the agenda.
12.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

a. Consideration of process and rules for Boards and Commission.
RECOMMENDATION: 
Recommend City Council approve the process and rules for boards and commissions.
Council Member Wilson-Smith went over the new proposal of the process and rules of boards and commission.
There was discussion among City Council. 

Council Member Wilson-Smith made a motion to accept the updated process and rules of boards and commissions.

Motion dies due to lack of second.

b. A resolution of the City of Petersburg City Council in support of HB1800, Item 114 #11h Infrastructure upgrades for the Petersburg Pharmaceutical Park.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Recommend City Council to approve the resolution of the City of Petersburg City Council in support of HB1800, Item 114 #11h Infrastructure upgrades for the Petersburg Pharmaceutical Park.
India Adams-Jacobs, Assistant to City Manager, gave an overview of the resolution of the City of Petersburg City Council in support of HB1800, Item 114 #11h Infrastructure upgrades for the Petersburg Pharmaceutical Park.
Council Member Hill made a motion the resolution of the City of Petersburg City Council in support of HB1800, Item 114 #11h Infrastructure upgrades for the Petersburg Pharmaceutical Park.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart and Smith-Lee
21-R-21
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF PETERSBURG CITY COUNCIL IN SUPPORT OF HB1800, ITEM 114 #11H INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES FOR THE PETERSBURG PHARMACEUTICAL PARK.
13.
NEW BUSINESS:

a. Request to adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute an Infrastructure Development Agreement between the City of Petersburg and Phlow Corporation.
BACKGROUND: 
In December 2019, the Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) was identified in Wuhan, China and developed into a global pandemic in early 2020. COVID-19 is primarily transmitted from person-to-person through respiratory droplets. These droplets are released when someone with COVID-19 sneezes, coughs, or even talks. Infectious droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby and inhaled into the lungs. 

As of mid-February 2021, the virus has infected more than 110 million globally and caused 2.4 million deaths. In the U.S., 27.8 million Americans have been infected, representing 25.35% of global cases, and more than 487,855 have died, representing 20.13% of global cases. The COVID-19 pandemic also plunged the U.S. and the global economy into the worst recession since World War II. A key factor in COVID-19 related complications and deaths is a lack of available medicines to fight COVID-19 symptoms and treat cases that require ventilators and intubation. Even before COVID-19, there was already a shortage of available medicines, but the pandemic has stressed and already strained medical supply. A lack of domestic production of the ingredients to make medicines has hurt the American people, as foreign producers of these ingredients have had COVID-19 related factory closures and hoarding their own supply for their own citizens, leaving Americans at risk. 

In the United States, there is a critical lack of domestic production of the raw and intermediate materials used to make medicines. Only 5% of the raw materials, known as Key Starter Materials (KSM’s) are made in the U.S. KSM’s are diverse and can range from plant matter, microorganisms, metals, and commercially available chemical ingredients to name a few. Only 20% of intermediate materials, known as Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API’s) are made in the U.S. APIs are more commonly known as the “active ingredient” found in all medicines. For example, Acetaminophen, which is found in Tylenol, is an API. 60% of the completed medicines, known as Finished Products or “Injectables”, are made in the U.S. Finished Products are the medicines we consume and inject every day. This can include insulin shots, the previously mentioned Tylenol, couch syrups, cancer medications, and vaccines. 

To address these shortages, Phlow corporation (Phlow) was founded in Richmond, Virginia in January 2020 as a public benefit company to manufacture high-quality generic drugs for the national medication stockpile to reduce the dependency on foreign suppliers. With the COVID-19 pandemic bringing the domestic pharmaceutical deficiencies to the forefront, Phlow was granted a four-year, $354 million grant by the United States Department of Health and Human Services. This grant has an option to expand to $812 million over 10 years. To fulfill the needs of this grant, Phlow is partnering with two companies to process raw materials into KSM’s and API’s, and subsequently, Finished Products. These two companies are AMPAC Fine Chemicals and Civica.  

Phlow is a public benefit corporation founded to manufacture affordable, high quality, essential drugs in the United States. To help the United States secure its own strategic drug reserve, Phlow uses novel and innovative methods in the drug manufacturing industry to reduce the U.S.’s dependency on foreign supply chains. Established in January 2020, they are headquartered in Richmond and developing facilities in Petersburg. AMPAC Fine Chemicals (AFC), an SK pharmteco company, is a United States-based, custom manufacturer of active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs, Drug Substances) and registered intermediates. AFC solves problems through technology and innovation to reliably deliver quality products that save and improve lives. With over 75 years of experience, AFC has mastered challenging chemistries, enabling us to provide the highest quality services to their customers. Their three integrated facilities are located in California, Texas, and Virginia. Civica Rx is a non-profit focused on making essential generic medications accessible and affordable. Civica Rx partners with healthcare systems to ensure that generic drugs are affordable and available as soon as possible. Civica Rx is focused on bringing value — in supply, quality, and price to the market. Established in 2018, they are headquartered in Lehi, Utah. 

AMPAC Fine Chemicals established their Virginia operations in 2016 when they purchased the former Boehringer Ingelheim (BI) facility in Petersburg. Dr. Aslam Malik, CEO of AMPAC, cited the local workforce as a major factor in establishing AMPAC’s Virginia operations in Petersburg. “I knew the people here. I knew this area had some very qualified people… If you really want to bet on something, you bet on the people.” The current AMPAC facility produces API’s and encompasses 197 acres and has a total capacity of 45,000 gallons. Phlow, partnering with AMPAC to fulfill their HHS grant, decided on Petersburg to open their facilities as well. Phlow has on their board of directors Martin Van Trieste, who is currently President and CEO of Civica. 

Since the Phlow investment in Petersburg is not a part of a competitive bid with other cities, states, or countries, no incentive negotiations were required to take place. However, in September 2020, discussions began regarding the infrastructure upgrades that would be necessary to support the large manufacturing developments in the I-95 Technology Zone. Located on the east side of Interstate 95, the Petersburg Technology Zone was created by City Council to attract high technology business activities that have special economic significance to the City. To support the developments of AMPAC Fine Chemicals, Phlow, and Civica, Phlow and the City developed the Memorandum of Understanding, which is formally known as the Infrastructure Development Agreement Between the City and Phlow Corp. Regarding 2820 Normandy Drive. This Infrastructure Development Agreement outlines the short-term (also known as the “Phase One”) infrastructure needs and the long-term (also known as the “Phase Two”) infrastructures needs.

The execution of this Infrastructure Development Agreement is critical to addressing infrastructure concerns raised by Phlow and their partners, and the execution of this agreement formalizes the expectations and responsibilities of the parties involved to ensure the successful development of a world-class pharmaceutical manufacturing park in the Petersburg I-95 Technology Zone. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the City Council approves this resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute an Infrastructure Development Agreement between the City of Petersburg and Phlow.
Jeremy Tennant, Assistant to the City Manager, gave an overview of the resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute an Infrastructure Development Agreement between the City of Petersburg and Phlow.
Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute an Infrastructure Development Agreement between the City of Petersburg and Phlow.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart and Smith-Lee
21-R-22
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA AND PHLOW CORPORATION.

Mayor Parham stated, “Next, we had an item on for Bon Secours. If you can let Mrs. India Adams-Jacobs in to discuss that item.”

Council Member Hill stated, “Where is that item Mr. Mayor?”

Mrs. Adams-Jacobs stated, “The item is being requested to be added. So, we would need a motion to add the resolution.”

Mayor Parham stated, “So, we are requesting to add a motion to add an item. Bon Secours has an item that needs to be done swiftly. That is a helicopter pad to the hospital site at Southside Regional.”

Council Member Myers made a motion to add the item to the agenda. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Myers, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart and Smith-Lee

Rhode Ritenour, Vice President from Bon Secours, gave an overview of the resolution.
There was discussion among City staff and council.

Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the resolution granting approval for Bon Secours Southside Medical Center and Virginia Commonwealth University/Med-Trans, to establish a base of operation in the City of Petersburg.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart and Smith-Lee

21-R-23
A RESOLUTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR BON SECOURS SOUTHSIDE MEDICAL CENTER AND VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY/MED-TRANS, TO ESTABLISH A BASE OF OPERATIONS IN THE CITY OF PETERSBURG.

b. Consideration of appointing Lionel Lyons as the primary to the Appomattox River Water Authority (ARWA) Board.
BACKGROUND: 
The Appomattox River Water Authority consists of the Cities of Colonial Heights and Petersburg and the Counties of Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, and Prince George. The Authority is responsible for the operation of the Appomattox River Water Treatment plant.

The Authority Board includes one (1) Member and one (1) Alternate Member from each of the political subdivisions.  City Council has, as have other as its representatives on the Board and the Director of Public Works as the alternate.
 
            RECOMMENDATION: 
Recommend City Council appoint Lionel Lyons, Deputy City Manager to the Appomattox River Water Authority Board as the primary member until the City Manager position is filled.
Council Member Myers made a motion to approve the resolution appointing Lionel Lyons, Deputy City Manager to the Appomattox River Water Authority Board as the primary member until the City Manager position is filled.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Wilson-Smith. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Cuthbert, Hart and Smith-Lee
21-R-24
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING LIONEL LYONS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER, AS THE PRIMARY FOR THE APPOMATTOX RIVER WATER AUTHORITY BOARD.
c. Consideration of appointing Lionel Lyons as primary to the South-Central Wastewater Treatment Authority Board.
BACKGROUND: 
South Central Wastewater Treatment Authority operates the Petersburg Wastewater Plant, which serves the Cities of Colonial Heights and Petersburg along with the Counties of Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, and Prince George.

The Authority Board includes one (1) Member and one (1) Alternate Member from each of the political subdivisions. City Council has, as have other member jurisdiction, traditionally appointed the locality's chief administrative officer as its representative on the Board and the Director of Public Works as the alternate.
RECOMMENDATION: 
Recommend Council appoint Lionel Lyons, Deputy City Manager, as the primary representative of South-Central Wastewater Treatment Authority Board.
Council Member Myers made a motion to approve the resolution to appoint Lionel Lyons, Deputy City Manager, as the primary representative of South-Central Wastewater Treatment Authority Board.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. There was discussion among City Council and staff. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart and Smith-Lee
21-R-25
a resolution appointing lionel lyons, deputy city manager, as the primary for the SOUTH-CENTRAL wastewater treatment authority board.
d. A resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute the Performance Agreement between the City of Petersburg, Civica, Inc & Virginia Economic Development Partnership for the Commonwealth’s Opportunity Fund grant for a Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Development in Petersburg.
BACKGROUND: 
The City of Petersburg has been awarded a Commonwealth Opportunity Fund (COF) grant to receive $5,700,000 through the Virginia Economic Development Partnership (VEDP) to support the development of a pharmaceutical manufacturing and processing facility to be owned and operated by Civica. The City of Petersburg will provide an estimated $2,900,000 in Machinery and Tools (M&T) Tax grant credit as a required match toward the COF grant. The M&T Tax grant credit is associated with the Technology Zone previously approved by the City Council, in which the project is located.

	Category of Incentive:
	Total Amount

	COF Grant
	$5,700,000

	VEDP Talent Accelerator Program (“VTAP”) (Approximate Value)
	$759,000

	Port of Virginia Economic and Infrastructure Development Grant (“POV Grant”)
	$46,000


	Category of Incentive:
	Total Amount

	Machinery and Tools Tax Grant (Estimated)
	$2,900,000



A Performance Agreement is required to be executed to receive the funding. The Performance Agreement established the following:

1. The definition of terms in the Performance Agreement.
2. Performance targets related to capital investment and job creation.
3. target dates and the process for the disbursement of COF grant funds.
4. A "Break-Event Point" for new City and State revenue.
5. Reporting requirements for Civica.
6. Verification of Targets.
7. A repayment obligation if minimum targets are not met.

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the City Council adopts the resolution.
Council Member Hill made a motion to approve the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. There was discussion among City Council and staff. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart and Smith-Lee

21-R-26
a resolution AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF PETERSBURG, CIVICA, INC & VIRGINIA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP FOR THE COMMONWEALTH’S OPPORTUNITY FUND GRANT FOR A PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING DEVELOPMENT IN PETERSBURG.

e. A resolution approving the issuance by the Petersburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority of its multifamily housing revenue bonds for the acquisition, construction, renovation, rehabilitation and equipping of the approximately 98-unit Dorsey Flats Apartments multifamily housing facility located in the City of Petersburg, Virginia.
BACKGROUND: 
The City Council adopted 20-ORD-17 on April 28, 2020, approving and authorizing the City Manager to sell 1000 Diamond Street to PB Petersburg Owner LLC to construct multifamily residential development that requires: 1) occupancy limited to senior citizens and veterans; 2) no more than half of the apartments will be two-bedrooms and the remainder one-bedroom units; 3) the promises made by PB Petersburg Owners LLC in agenda item 11f are kept and 4) the owner will accept the current assessment for the next three years.

The City Council also adopted 20-ORD-40, on September 1, 2020, authorizing the City Manager to execute a purchase agreement toward the sale of forty-nine (49) parcels of city owned property in Ward 5 to PB Petersburg, LLC, with the exclusion of 522 Hinton Street, 516 Hinton Street, 539 West Washington Street, 52 North Carolina Avenue, 980 South Sycamore Street, and 246 St. Luke Street.

The Petersburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority, on January 25, 2021 considered and approved the application of PB Petersburg Owner II LLC, a Virginia limited liability company (the "Borrower"), requesting that the Authority issue up to $15,000,000 of its revenue bonds (the "Bonds") to assist the Borrower or an affiliated entity in financing or refinancing a portion of the cost of acquiring, constructing, renovating, rehabilitating and equipping a multifamily residential rental housing project containing approximately 98 units, including approximately 50 units for seniors, to be known as Dorsey Flats Apartments, or such other name as agreed to by the Borrower and the Authority, as well as related community space and recreation facilities (collectively, the "Project") and the costs of issuance incurred in connection with the issuance of the Bonds (together with the Project, the "Plan of Finance"). The approximately 50 units for seniors will be located at 1000 Diamond Street, in the City of Petersburg, Virginia, formerly the Virginia Avenue Elementary School.

The other approximately 48 units will be located on 43 lots at the following addresses, all of which are in the City of Petersburg, Virginia:

500 St John Street, 612 Pegram Street, 151 St Mark Street, 709 Ann Street, 735 Halifax Street, 334 Harrison Street, 803 Jones Street S, 604 Shore Street, 425 West Street S, 715 West Street S, 449 Harding Street, 517 St Matthew Street, 716 Harding Street, 708-10 Kirkham Street, 724 Harding Street, 249 North Carolina Avenue, 808 Halifax Street, 811 Halifax Street, 839-41 Jones Street S, 716 Kirkham Street, 742 Mount Airy Street, 829 Jones Street S, 742 Blick Street, 627 Harding Street, 804 Jones Street S, 135 Kentucky Avenue, 230 Kentucky Avenue, 712-14 Kirkham Street, 436 Byrne Street, 809 Jones Street S, 408 Shore Street, 415 St Matthew Street, 1004 Farmer Street, 852 Rome Street, 328 Shore Street, 322 Shore Street, 204 Kentucky Avenue, 521 St Mark Street, 725 Sterling Street, 731 West Street S, 919 Wythe Street W, 202 Kentucky Avenue, 151 Virginia Avenue.

The PRHA held a public hearing in connection with the Plan of Finance on January 25, 2021. 

Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code"), provides that the applicable elected representatives of the governmental unit having jurisdiction over the issuer of private activity bonds and over the area in which any facility financed with the proceeds of private activity bonds is located must approve the issuance of such bonds, and the PRHA issues its bonds on behalf of the City of Petersburg, Virginia (the "City") and the Project is located in the City.

The PRHA, as the issuing governmental unit with respect to the Bonds, has no applicable elected representative, and the City constitutes the next highest governmental unit with such a representative, and the members of the City Council of the City (the "Council") constitute the applicable elected representatives of the City.

The PRHA has recommended that the Council approve the issuance of the Bonds and a copy of the Authority's resolution approving the issuance of the Bonds, a certificate of the Public Hearing, a summary of the statements expressed at the Public Hearing and the fiscal impact statement concerning the Plan of Finance are attached to this item.

This action would resulting in the following:

The City Council approving the issuance of the Bonds by the Authority for the benefit of the Borrower, as required by Section 147(f) of the Code, Section l5.2-4906, as applicable to housing authorities, of the Code of Virginia of 1950, as amended (the "Virginia Code") and Section 36-19(9) of the Virginia Code to permit the Authority to assist in the financing of the Plan of Finance.

The approval of the issuance of the Bonds does not constitute an endorsement to a prospective purchaser of the Bonds of the creditworthiness of the Plan of Finance or the Borrower.

The Bonds shall provide that neither the City nor the Authority shall be obligated to pay the Bonds or the interest thereon or other costs incident thereto except from the revenues and monies pledged thereto and that neither the faith and credit nor the taxing power of the City or the Authority is pledged to the payment of the principal of the Bonds or the interest thereon or other costs incident thereto.

In adopting this resolution, the City, including its elected representatives, officers, employees and agents, shall not be liable for, and hereby disclaim all liability for, any damages to any person, direct or consequential, resulting from the Authority's failure to issue the Bonds for any reason.
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the City Council adopts the attached resolution.
Council Member Myers made a motion to approving the issuance by the Petersburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority of its multifamily housing revenue bonds for the acquisition, construction, renovation, rehabilitation and equipping of the approximately 98-unit Dorsey Flats Apartments multifamily housing facility located in the City of Petersburg, Virginia. The motion was seconded by Council Member Wilson-Smith. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart and Smith-Lee
21-R-27
A resolution APPROVING THE ISSUANCE BY THE PETERSBURG REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING AUTHORITY OF ITS MULTIFAMILY HOUSING REVENUE BONDS FOR THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION, RENOVATION, REHABILITATION AND EQUIPPING OF THE APPROXIMATELY 98-UNIT DORSEY FLATS APARTMENTS MULTIFAMILY HOUSING FACILITY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA.
f. Request to schedule a public hearing for April 6, 2021 on an ordinance to declare the property located at 380 E. Washington Street a blighted property and a public nuisance to the community and authorizing the abatement of such nuisance. (1st Reading)
BACKGROUND: 
On March 5, 2021, the Property Maintenance Official issued a Report in accordance with 106.2 of the Virginia Property Maintenance Code referencing a document prepared by Mosely Architects and based upon on site surveys conducted by professionals from Moseley Architects, the Petersburg Property Maintenance Official, and other City personnel.  

In the Maintenance Report, the Maintenance Official makes the determination that the property is unsafe, and unfit for human habitation.  This Ordinance authorizes and supports the abatement of these conditions upon the property.
RECOMMENDATION: 
Recommend that City Council schedule a public hearing for April 6, 2021 and for consideration of an ordinance.
Ms. Williams gave an overview of the request for a public hearing.
Council Member Cuthbert stated, “I move that council schedule the public hearing for this item 13F for April 6, 2021. At which time an ordinance will considered. The ordinance to be considered at pages 385 and 386 of our agenda packets with one modification. That one modification deals with the last of the be it further ordained paragraph that appears on page 386. And the floor amendment that I am offering to that last be it further ordained paragraph reads as follows: ‘Be it further ordained that the City Manager and City Attorney are hereby directed to initiate an action to compel the owner to abate, raise or remove the public nuisance and proceed to immediately abate, raise or remove such nuisance presenting an imminent and immediate threat to life or property. And to take all necessary actions to abate the conditions using all legal means and expend such funds as maybe necessary for such abatement. And seek to recover such funds from the property owner and if not immediately recovered record such expenses as a lien on the property until paid as provided for by Code of Virginia Section 36-49.1:1(G15.2-900,15.2-906,15.2-1115 and 22-50) of the Petersburg City Code and any other applicable law. The City Manager is directed to bring forward a supplemental ordinance forth detailing such funding and all expenditures relating to the action and abatement as described in this ordinance. Thank you, Mr. Mayor.”

Council Member Cuthbert made a motion a public hearing for April 6, 2021, and consideration of approval of an ordinance with stated floor amendment. The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart and Smith-Lee
There was discussion among City Council Members.

g. Consideration of appointment to the Riverside Regional Jail Authority.

BACKGROUND: 
The Riverside Regional Jail Authority Board is a seven-member regional jail that oversees the regional jail facility serving the localities of Counties of Charles City, Chesterfield, Prince George and Surry and the Cities of Colonial Heights, Hopewell, and Petersburg. The City has one member and one alternate to serve on the board.
RECOMMENDATION: 
Recommend City Council appoint Lionel Lyons, Deputy City Manager as the primary member to the Riverside Regional Jail Authority.
Mr. Miller stated, “Mr. Mayor if I may. Can we add a back up to that as with of Chief Christian?”
Council Member Hill made a motion to appoint Lionel Lyons as primary and Chief Travis Christian as the alternate. The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers.

Sheriff Crawford stated, “I just want to make you aware that whoever you appoint will be the voting person. But you cannot appoint another person to vote. If Lionel comes and he is the person then he would be the voting member along with me. But you cannot provide a back up for him in terms of whether or not there is a vote.”
Council Member Myers made a motion to modify motion to appoint Lionel Lyons to the Riverside Regional Jail Authority Board. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. The motion was approved on roll call vote. On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart and Smith-Lee

21-R-28
A resolution appointing lionel lyons, deputy city manager with a term ending june 30, 2022 to the riverside regional jail authority board.
 14.
CITY MANAGER’S AGENDA:
Mr. Miller stated, “You have my report Mr. Mayor. So, if there are no questions for my report then I have three short items. We are in the budget season. We will be moving forward in that process. We want to make sure that we give the next City Manager a clean budget. In celebration of Women’s Month, I want to thank all of our City employees in particular our women who are very strong in our City. As some of you may not know but that Ms. Stacy Jordan has been appointed as our Interim Finance Director. And she is doing a remarkable job. You may not know what she looks like, but you can see her on the call. I want to thank her for being on board. And lastly Mr. Mayor there has been some talk about our COVID. I have asked Ms. Tyus to provide a very short update to our council members and community partnerships with respect to COVID and what we are doing.”

Ms. Tyus stated, “Good afternoon City Council and community. I want to give you an update and a couple of components associated with the COVID vaccine. As always, Gerrit if you can put up the PowerPoint.”
Key points:

· Petersburg has had 3,388 cases. Many of the cases have been solved but have to acknowledge that the City has the highest cases in the Crater District.

· Petersburg has a death toll of 74.

· There is a slow down on testing in the City of Petersburg currently. Testing is at Pathways on Wednesday and you still have to make an appointment after 3pm. Crater Health Department is still scheduling testing as well.

· Tomorrow the State is opening a community Vaccination Center at VSU (March 17, 2021). It will focus on Petersburg and Chesterfield. The State is focusing on 1A and 1B.

· There have been two mass vaccination events in Petersburg. The first event was at the high school. (First Dose Vaccine February 26th and Second Dose March 28th)

· Tabernacle Baptist Church on March 11, 2021 for the one dose of the Johnson & Johnson Vaccine. (200 residents from Petersburg and 1200 given as a total)
· Next POD in the City of Petersburg will be focused on Petersburg residents.
· The Call Center Number is 804-733-2550 to be on the State waitlist.

Mayor Parham stated, “Ms. Tyus can you be clear to everyone on the whole vaccination clinic. That is still by appointment, only right?”

Ms. Tyus stated, “Everything is still by appointment only. Right now, with vaccinations there are no opportunities. There are no scheduled opportunities to walk up and get vaccinated. You need to give certain amounts of information. Yes, I know that there is one point of reference but that should not have happened. And we are not authorized to do it any differently forward. We have to get everyone on the list and then the State takes it from there.”

Mayor Parham stated, “So the State is controlling the list and the vaccination center. The City of Petersburg does not have too much influence on that as well. Have they asked us if we could provide transportation to get people to there once they register and things like that?”

Ms. Tyus stated, “I need to provide you with the number. If you will remember associated with COVID all of our bus transportation is free. And we have a paratransit vehicle.”
Council Member Hill stated, “Can you all see if we can schedule something. I know that we did our first responders, but the individuals who are employees of the City that come in contact with the public. I do not know how many that have been vaccinated that want to be vaccinated. I do know that you had the fire department and police department. I know that they have been taken care of. But I know that we do have individuals like transit and our financial building like that. If we can try to find a way that our employees for the City can be vaccinated.”

Ms. Tyus stated, “Yes. So, there are several groups of our staffing who fit solidly with 1A and 1B and we have been doing that. So, everyone at Social Services and who wanted to have been done. And those who wanted to have been vaccinated. We have extended to several of our transit employees and some of our streets and grounds. So, yes we are weening in there.”

Council Member Hill stated, “Thank you. And thank you Mr. Mayor.”

15.
BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM THE CLERK:
*No items for this portion of the agenda.
16.
BUSINESS OR REPORTS FROM CITY ATTORNEY: 

*No items for this portion of the agenda.”
Mayor Parham stated, “At this time, we brought our closed session to a close earlier because we ran over. I will entertain a motion to go back into closed session.”
Council Member Hill made a motion that the City Council go back into closed session for the reason previously noted at the previous closed session. The motion was seconded by Council Member Myers.  There was no discussion on the motion, which was approved on roll call vote.  

On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hill, and Parham; Absent: Hart and Smith-Lee
City Council entered closed session at 3:08p.m. 

CERTIFICATION:

Mr. Williams stated, “The Mayor would entertain a motion to conclude the closed session called this evening to certify in accordance with §2.2-3712 that the Code of Virginia that to the best of each members knowledge that only public business matter lawfully exempted from the opening meeting requirements were discussed and that only such public business matters were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened, heard, discussed, or considered. If any member believes that there was a departure from the foregoing requirements should so state prior to the vote indicating the substance for departure that in his or her judgment has taken place. This requires a roll call vote Mr. Mayor.”

Council Member Cuthbert made a motion to return City Council into open session and certify the purposes of the closed session.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Hill. There was no discussion on the motion.

The motion was approved on roll call vote.

On roll call vote, voting yes: Cuthbert, Wilson-Smith, Myers, Hart, Hill, Smith-Lee, and Parham; Absent: Hart
21-R-29
A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING, AS REQUIRED BY THE CODE OF VIRGINIA, SECTION 2.2-3712, THAT TO THE BEST OF EACH MEMBER’S KNOWLEDGE, ONLY PUBLIC BUSINESS MATTERS LAWFULLY EXEMPTED FROM OPEN MEETING REQUIREMENTS OF VIRGINIA LAW WERE DISCUSSED IN THE CLOSED SESSION, AND ONLY SUCH PUBLIC BUSINESS MATTERS AS WERE IDENTIFIED IN THE MOTION CONVENING THE CLOSED SESSION WERE HEARD, DISCUSSED, OR CONSIDERED.

City Council returned to opened session at 3:41 p.m.

17.
ADJOURNMENT:

City Council adjourned at 3:43 p.m. 
_________________________

 






Clerk of City Council

APPROVED:



         

_________________________

Mayor
*Audio available upon request.


