
     Minutes from the Petersburg City Council meeting held on:                                February 2, 2016            - 1 –
______________________________________________________________________________                                           

The regular meeting of the Petersburg City Council was held on Tuesday, February 2, 2016, at the Union Train
Station.  Mayor Myers called the closed session meeting to order at 5:00p.m.

1. CLOSED SESSION MEETING – 5:00 P.M.

2. ROLL CALL:
Present:

 Council Member David R. Coleman
 Council Member John A. Hart, Sr.
 Council Member Treska Wilson-Smith
 Vice Mayor Samuel Parham
 Mayor W. Howard Myers

Absent: Council Member Darrin L. Hill (arrived at 5:10pm)
Council Member Brian A. Moore (arrived at 6:25pm)

Present from City Administration:

City Manager William E. Johnson, III
City Attorney Brian K. Telfair
Clerk of Council Nykesha D. Jackson, CMC

3. CLOSED SESSION:

City Attorney Brian Telfair, stated that it was City Council’s desire to enter into a closed session under
Section 2.2-3711.A (1) of the Code of Virginia under Subsection 1 to discuss or consider issues relating to
public officers or appointees of the City; un Subsection 3 to discuss the acquisitions of real property for a
public purpose or the disposition of publicly held real property where discussion in an open meeting would
adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the City; and under Subsection 7 to consult
with legal counsel and be briefed by legal staff pertaining to actual or probably litigation, where such briefing
and consultation in an open meeting would adversely affect the litigating posture of the City.

Vice Mayor Parham moved that the City Council go into closed session for the purposes noted by the
City Attorney. The motion was seconded by Council Member Hart. There was no discussion on the motion,
which was approved on roll call vote.  

On roll call vote, voting yes: Coleman, Hart, Wilson-Smith, Parham and Myers; Absent: Hill, Moore

City Council entered closed session at 5:05 p.m.

CERTIFICATION:

Council Member Hart made a motion to return City Council into open session and certify the purposes
of the closed session. The motion was seconded by Council Member Coleman. There was no discussion on
the motion, which was approved on roll call vote.  

On roll call vote, voting yes: Coleman, Hart, Hill, Wilson-Smith, Parham and Myers; Abstain: Moore

16-R-4 A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING, AS REQUIRED BY THE CODE OF VIRGINIA, SECTION 2.2-
3712, THAT TO THE BEST OF EACH MEMBER’S KNOWLEDGE, ONLY PUBLIC BUSINESS
MATTERS LAWFULLY EXEMPTED FROM OPEN MEETING REQUIREMENTS OF VIRGINIA
LAW WERE DISCUSSED IN THE CLOSED SESSION, AND ONLY SUCH PUBLIC 
BUSINESS MATTERS AS WERE IDENTIFIED IN THE MOTION CONVENING THE CLOSED 
SESSION WERE HEARD, DISCUSSED, OR CONSIDERED.
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1. REGULARLY-SCHEDULED MEETING – 6:50 P.M.

2. ROLL CALL:
Present:

 Council Member David R. Coleman
 Council Member John Hart, Sr.
 Council Member Darrin L. Hill
 Council Member Brian A. Moore
 Council Member Samuel Parham
 Council Member Treska Wilson-Smith
 Mayor W. Howard Myers

Absent:

Present from City Administration:

City Manager William E. Johnson, III
City Attorney Brian K. Telfair
Clerk of Council Nykesha D. Jackson, CMC

3. MOMENT OF SILENCE:

a. Clerk of Council, Nykesha D. Jackson, led council and the audience in a moment of silence.

4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

a. Clerk of Council, Nykesha D. Jackson, led council and the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

5. PRESENTATION/PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS:  (Each  presentation  will  be  limited  to  10
minutes.)

a. Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) Fiscal Year 2015.

BACKGROUND: The Auditing Firm of Robinson, Farmer and Cox performs the annual audit of the
City of Petersburg and is required to present it to City per State Code. Mr. David Hughes of Robinson, Farmer
& Cox Associates, will fulfill this obligation.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend Council receive the report. No action is required.

David Hughes, Robinson, Farmer & Cox Associates, gave a brief overview of the Com Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report.

b. Proclamation recognizing Harold A. Deane, Sr.

BACKGROUND: Harold A. Deane, Sr. has worked many years of service as a faculty member and
as a former basketball coach, who led VSU to their last conference championship.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend Mayor Myers read proclamation.

Mr. Deane thanked the Mayor and City Council for the proclamation.

c. Proclamation recognizing Black History Month
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BACKGROUND: The month of February is designated as Black History Month. In this month we
honor the history and accomplishments of African Americans throughout the Month and observe this
commemoration by attending various programs, ceremonies, and activities across the City as we
commemorate this year’s theme, “Hallowed Grounds: Sites of African American Memories” as selected by
The Association for the Study of African American Life & History which brings attention to the centennial
celebration of the National Park Service.

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend Mayor Myers read proclamation.

Brian Little and Lewis Rogers accepted the proclamation and thanked City Council Members.

Chief John Dixon introduced the new Deputy Police Chief Clay Hamilton.

Deputy Police Chief Clay Hamilton gave a brief summary of his background and thanked City Council
the pleasure of working with the City.

6. CONSENT AGENDA:

a. Minutes of January 11, 2016 & January 19, 2016

b. Schedule a public hearing for the disposition of publicly-owned property located at 808 Halifax
Street.

c. Schedule a public hearing for the disposition of publicly-owned property located at 811 Halifax
Street.

Council Member Coleman made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda that schedules two public 
hearings for February 16, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Moore. The motion was 
approved on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting yes: Coleman, Hart, Hill, Moore, Wilson-Smith, Parham, and 
Myers

7. OFFICIAL  PUBLIC  HEARINGS:  (In  accordance  with  the  Rules  of  Council,  public  comment  will  be
heard  before  discussion  by  Council.  Once  discussion  has  started,  no  further  input  from  the
public will be accepted.  Each speaker will be limited to three (3) minutes.)

a. A public hearing on the proposed disposition of 16 parcels of publicly-owned property in the
Halifax Triangle.

BACKGROUND: Petersburg City Council previously approved a letter of intent from the Woda
Group to purchase properties in the Halifax Triangle. The Woda Group responded to a request for proposals
from the City of Petersburg for redevelopment of the Halifax Triangle. 

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council permit the disposition of 16 parcels of
property addressed as 106,119,121,123,127,140,147,151,153,155 and 116-122 Halifax Street; 110,112,114
and 116 South Avenue and 137 South Market Street known as the Halifax Triangle.

Dr. Landis Faulcon, Director of Economic Development, introduced the petitioner Bruce Watts from the
WODA Group.

Bruce Watts, representative from WODA Group, gave a brief presentation on the proposal for the
Halifax Triangle.

Ms. Jackson opened the floor for public comment.

Willie Noise, 1508 Circle Drive, stated that he disagree with the entire project. He stated that he is not
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in favor at all.

Vernel Gannaway, 652 Old Wagner Road, stated that he believes that this is a very beautiful
presentation. He asked Mr. Watts whether the funeral home would stay in that area with the proposed
development.

Mr. Watts stated that they are proposing to buy City owned property. He stated that it does not show it
on the mapping on the projector but that he believes that the funeral home is located to the south east. He
stated that they would not be acquiring any land there. He stated that there is a parcel of land that the Rialto
Theater was on and that they are looking to purchase that as well. He stated that they have not gone into
discussion of this but they would be interested in purchasing that as well. He stated that they have put on the
table to purchase the land of an assessment of $335,000.

Mr. Gannaway stated that the property needs looking at. He stated that this was an area of one of his
paper routes back in the day. He stated that he is looking at the revitalization of the City. He stated that the
City is bringing in this type of structure. He stated that they are all moving towards historic. He stated that it is
killing anything historic for the black community. He stated that the project is a modern building and that it is a
beautiful building. He stated that they need something else to implement the Rialto. He stated that the Rialto
was a very exclusive place back in the day. He stated that giving it a name is one thing but it’s not giving it
what Rialto was all about. He stated that the City’s need businesses as well. He stated that all he sees is
another loft coming in and another rejection. He stated that he thinks that it is time for them to switch horses.
He stated that he knows that it will bring revenue but that it would be a penny compared to millions.

Fenton Bland, 1840 South Westchester Drive, stated that he knows Mr. Watts very well. He stated that
no one has made any efforts to talk to any of the property owners in the area, former Delegate Joe Preston,
The Wilkerson Family, The Bland Family or Tony Givens. He stated that preparation is everything. He stated
that they have not had any dialogue with Mr. Watts and his staff pertaining to this. He stated that he hopes
that they all reject this proposal.

Charlie Cuthbert, 132 South Adams Street, stated that he is opposed to this project. He stated that he
wants to pick on Mr. Bland’s comments. He stated that preparation is everything. He stated that he first wants
to talk about procedure and then the substance of what is being proposed. He stated that the public was not
given any meaningful notice on what is being proposed. He stated that there was a notice in the Progress-
Index on January 20, 2016, that stated that a public was being held tonight on the proposed dispositions of 16
parcels. He stated that it stated that information can be obtained from the office of the Clerk of city Council.
He stated that he phoned Ms. Jackson and asked if he can have the information in regards to the public
hearing. He stated that Ms. Jackson stated that there was not any information and that the information would
be in the packet. He stated that he looked online and saw three pages of information in which none of it
contained the important information that has been shared with the public for the first time tonight. He stated
that this project is for a low-income housing of 36 apartments. He stated that this is for people that make
$43,000 or less. He stated to not be bamboozled by the $43,000. He stated asked where they are going to
sell the 1,500 square feet. He stated that it is 100x150 feet. He asked whether they are going to see anything
there but beer and lottery tickets. He stated that this is an invitation for new slum in Petersburg. He stated that
this is all that it is. He stated that sometimes the cure is worse than the disease. He stated that the disease is
that the City does not have enough tax revenue. He stated that the cure is that it is being proposed to create a
new slum. He stated that this is the price that we cannot pay as a community. He stated that he ask City
Council to vote against this.

Janelle Sinclair, 1644 South Sycamore Street, stated she thinks that the presentation was well put
together. She stated that she thinks that in an ideal world it may work. She stated that because of
Petersburg’s demographics and population and all of the other deals that we have in the community. She
stated that the City is known as a bedroom community. She stated that the City has so many LIHTC units that
it out numbers the housing and home owners. She stated they increase this in an area that used to be known
for high crime and that it can be vulnerable to do this again. She stated that the City may be putting them
vulnerable to bring this behavior to come back. She stated that they may be at a different time in which they
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can put economic development in the area like coffee houses or businesses. She stated that this may not be
in the City’s best interest. She stated that this is something that they may want to put on the shelves until a
later date. She stated that today may not be the right time.

Seeing no further hands, Ms. Jackson closed the public hearing.

There was discussion among City Council and the petitioner.

Council Member Wilson-Smith made a motion to table action on the public hearing until the surrounding
areas have had the opportunity to know what is going there and tabled until the next regular City Council 
Meeting. The motion was seconded by Council Member Coleman. The motion was approved on roll call.  On 
roll call vote, voting yes: Coleman, Hart, Hill, Wilson-Smith and Parham; Voting No: Moore, Myers

b. A public hearing to establish a Tourism Zone

BACKGROUND: Virginia Code authorizes Virginia localities to establish, by ordinance, one or
more tourism zones for the purpose of granting tax incentives and providing regulatory flexibility to qualified
businesses. A Downtown Petersburg tourism zone creates new opportunities for attracting capital investment
and jobs, enhancing tourism, and producing other economic benefits.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council approve a Tourism Zone.

Dr. Landis Faulcon, Director of Economic, gave a brief overview of public hearing regarding the
Tourism Zone.

Ms. Jackson opened the floor for public comment.

Brandon Martin, 1516 Berkeley Avenue, stated that there are some other sites downtown that have
potentially a tourism factor. He stated that one is Fort Coggin which is the northern of Coggin Road. He stated
that there used to be a sign there. He stated that a sign used to be there years ago and that he has not seen
the sign come back. He stated that he suggest that the City needs to enlarge this. He stated that these are
things that need to be taken into consideration. He advised the City to be careful.

Seeing no further hands, Ms. Jackson closed the public hearing.

Council Member Moore made a motion accept the Tourism Zone as presented by staff. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Hart. The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting yes: 
Coleman, Hart, Hill, Moore, Wilson-Smith, Parham and Myers

16-ORD-6 AN ORDINANCE TO ADD SECTION 38-110 TO CHAPTER 38 OF THE 2000 CODE OF THE
CITY OF PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA AS AMENDED BY ESTABLISHING A TOURISM ZONE
PURSUANT TO VIRGINIA CODE §58.1-3851.

8. PUBLIC INFORMATION PERIOD: The Public Information Period is established by the Rules of
Council to hear input from City residents or owners of businesses in the City. It will last for a maximum
of 30 minutes. Speakers will be called in the order that they have signed up to speak. If there are ten or
fewer speakers, each shall speak for a maximum of 3 minutes. If there are more than six (6) people
desiring to speak, the time allotted to each person may be adjusted or the number of speakers limited
to meet the time limitation. A speaker may speak on items except those that are listed on tonight’s
Council agenda. Any matter brought before the attention of the City Council during the public
information period will not be acted upon by the City Council at this meeting.

Reverend James Quickly, 1044 South Park Drive, stated that he has some issues about the water bills.
He stated that they have not been circulating or there has not been any type of correspondence in the City of
Petersburg to the residence. He stated that it is a matter that seems to be a perplexing matter. He stated that
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no one is really notified and that he feels that it is causing a lot of confusion. He stated that it should be
publicized or they should be receiving some type of correspondence. He stated that with any type of bills you
are usually notified by your bill collector with some type of correspondence. He stated that if a person does not
have the internet they are lost in the sauce. He stated that they do not have any means about knowing the
water bills. He stated that this is an issue that needs to be addressed and one that needs to be looked at
closely.

Willie Noise, 1508 Circle Drive, stated that he would like City Council to give him a public apology from
the Mayor and Linwood Christian for their conduct and attitude at the last City Council meeting. He stated that
he would like the City Attorney to referee it. He stated that if Linwood Christian does not come back or
whatever he will accept an apology from a family member. He stated no weapons at the City Council meeting.
He stated that a lot is said some is questions and some are instructions. He stated that the questions are
answered but there is little action on instructions. He stated that they have to treat this from worse down to
good and not from good to worse. He stated that at the last agenda meeting they talked about purchasing
some property. He stated that the purchasers did not have any idea of what they were doing with the property.
He asked how this fit in with the City’s vision and where they are going in the City. He stated that if they have a
vision and know where they are going then they have to stop people from sticking things anywhere. He stated
that he would like to know the snow removal and procedures schedule. He asked that he would like to know
what priority is Youngs Road. He stated that he would like it to be put on the priority list. He stated that after
the public information period and before the next meeting he would like them to get together and discuss some
of the issues of that meeting.

Mitchell Pradia, 517 High Street, stated that he would like to briefly speak to City Council regarding the
City ordinance Chapter 18, Section18-7, which speaks on keeping the architectural animals near residence. He
stated that he received a letter from the Mayor last year on December 30, 2015. He stated that the letter
states that the City will not pursue the removal of farm animals adjacent to his residence and place of
business. He stated that the letter suggest that he consider suing his neighbor in order to enforce the City’s
ordinance. He stated that he believes that the letter he received is based on the last circuit court ruling which
determines that his neighbor’s property can be used as agriculture. He stated that he feels that this ruling
would not have been made if the City had legal counsel present during these preceding’s. He stated that he
would like City Council to ask the City Attorney do the City have legal counsel present and why the ruling
cannot be appealed. He stated that his neighborhood is zoned residential. He stated that according to the City
Code the zoning is the City’s responsibility. He stated that under Ordinance 18-7 and under the Freedom of
Information Act the City was able to remove a rooster and other small animals for a citizen but cannot remove
a large donkey and four sheep in his residential neighborhood. He stated that this is one of the biggest
violators of the ordinance. He stated that the judge’s ruling should be argued in a court appeal. He stated that
there are 300 citizens in support of the ordinance. He stated that many have signed a petition. He stated that
they are in shock that their elected officials are not in support with them. He stated that they do not feel that “I
AM PETERSBURG.” He stated that City Council should fully enforce this ordinance. He stated that he thinks
that the judge ruled because there was no legal counsel present from the City. He stated that City Council has
failed these people.

Perita Pradia, 517 High Street, stated that she agrees to everything that her husband has stated. She
stated that she would like to use her few brief moments to share some photos. She stated that it has been
stated that a picture is more than 10,000 words. She stated that she has chosen pictures to illustrate her
argument. She stated that pictures are a prime example of why she thinks that agriculture properties should
not be allowed in residential settings. She stated that this issue has been up before on numerous occasions.
She stated that as they can see from the photo in front of them there is animal manure that lies out front in the
open. She stated that this is still happening. She stated that the picture has snow in it and that this is a recent
photo. She stated that it is directly behind her business and her home. She stated that this happens on a
regular basis. She stated that on a cold day you can smell the odor before you reach the parking lot. She
stated that this is her parking lot that she is talking about. She stated that she will ask City Council how this can
be healthy for a City and a resident in a community that they said they would like to clean up. She stated that
she does not know if they can imagine how this makes her feel as a business owner. She stated that she has
visitors from around the world to come to her business establishment. She stated that she has a bed and
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breakfast. She stated that she cannot put them in the garden in the spring because the stench is so bad. She
stated that she strongly feel that the decision that was made by the circuit court judge was not a good decision.
She stated that it was an arbitral decision. She stated that it was also without regard with over 300 of the City’s
constituents who collectively feel that farm animals are not what they want in their communities. She stated
that like her husband she is appalled that during the meeting when the circuit court judge determined that her
neighborhood can be used to board animals such as this. She stated that there was no representation from
the City Attorney and none from City Council to her knowledge. She stated that she believes that this was a
crucial factor in their being able to enforce the City’s own ordinance that they have changed numerous times to
try and clean up Petersburg. She stated that since it was very important and the meeting was dismissed and
since there was no argument made against the judge’s decision to allow agriculture animals in her background
they are asking the City to seek an appeal. She stated that she fully understands that the legal process can be
protractive; however, the City has been charged with the responsibility to represent the best interest of the
people of Petersburg. She stated that she ask that they consider an appeal for this judgment.

Talibah Majeed, 1847 Brandon Avenue, stated that it has been her attention to have a very positive
outlook for 2016. She stated that it is becoming more challenging to be positive about Petersburg future. She
stated that the serious issues keep multiplying but the solution seems to be absent. She stated that the water
meter issue which has been mentioned is still lingering. She stated that it took media exposure to get focused
on it. She stated that it still is not solved as far as she is concerned. She stated that she got a bill that reflected
a $20 increase for each month. She stated that she knows that her water habits have not changed. She stated
that she is still concerned about this. She stated that she said that early on when the big discussion on the
meters came up she stated that she did not trust the meters. She stated that this was based on different
information that she received from across the country from different people. She stated that now the City has a
budget gap of over $3 million dollars. She stated that someone has to do something about this. She stated the
agencies in the City have to have a budget cut because of the $3 million dollars including the school system.
She stated that the school system is already hurting. She stated that they all want to know how did this
happen. She stated that she read in an article which the City Manager stated that the blame is on the
Petersburg residents for not paying their taxes. She stated that at a previous council meeting the City Manager
stated that City residence were discouraging potential investors by making negative comments about the City.
She stated that her opinion is that if investors are that easily discouraged then they probably were not serious
in the first place. She stated that a $3 million dollar gap because the residence didn’t pay their taxes. She
stated that taxes are paid to a City agency. She stated that someone is in charge of that agency. She stated
that rather than blaming City residents how about managers employed by the City accountable. She stated
that if the economic development efforts were more effective than and as effective as Colonial Heights and
Hopewell then perhaps Petersburg residents would have enough money to pay their taxes. She stated that the
City would receive more revenue from businesses. She stated that if the City of Petersburg were a private
sector company then some pink slips would have been handed out a while ago. She stated that its
management accountable that it is lacking. She stated that she is disturbed by City administration getting paid
six figure salaries when the City is in such bad shape. She asked how they earn a six figure salary when the
City is in such bad shape. She stated that she is asking them to put the accountability where it belongs and not
on the citizens.

Rasheedah Farid, 18 Jarratt Court, stated that this is part two from the last meeting. She stated that
today on the steps today of City Hall Mayor W. Howard Myers and members of Petersburg City Council
officially launched its “I AM HEALTHY PETERSBURG” campaign. She stated that City Council together with
the other key community members has joined forces to raise awareness and turn Petersburg into a healthier
place. She stated that she is calling out a S.O.S., 9-1-1 and a Code Blue. She stated that the last time she was
presented the problems and her observations. She stated that all she asks is that City Council promotes
health, fitness, wellness and community engagement in the City of Petersburg. She stated that the method
would be to invite community health partners to provide health, wellness, and fitness information to the citizens
at City Council meetings and ward meetings. She stated that it will not cost anything perhaps maybe just a
phone call. She stated that the vision is everyone healthy in Petersburg. She stated that the mission and goal
is everybody everywhere is healthy, fit and well in Petersburg. She stated that this is from the womb to the
tomb and in duration. She stated that they have to understand that everything is connected in Petersburg. She
stated that if they want people to go to work they have to be healthy. She stated that if they are not healthy
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then they are getting sick and calling in and then they lose their jobs. She stated that when they lose jobs then
they cannot pay bills and they are losing everything. She stated that health is so important. She stated that she
is talking about physical, social, and emotional health. She stated that they have to lay a blanket over the City.
She stated that she is on her soap box for a healthy Petersburg. She stated that when they talk about financial
health it’s on the way. She stated that a financial opportunity center will be coming to Petersburg in March
2016.

Brandon Martin, 1516 Berkeley Avenue, stated that wouldn’t it be nice if this time next year for Black
History to recognize the opening of the restored and stabilized Jarratt House. She stated that he would like to
talk about snow and leadership. He stated that one of the principles of leadership is setting the example. He
stated that if you own and rent property you have a job to clear the snow of the sidewalk. He stated that the
city code states it so it should be done. He stated that this applies both to residence and the City. He stated
that he specifically site Corling’s Corner. He stated that last Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday a person took
their life in their hands to walk across the sidewalk and ended up walking in the street. He stated that it is not
right and that it discourages the business activity period. He stated that there was an update inquiring about
the sign ordinance in the City. He asked where the City in regards to this is. He stated that he took a ride in the
Crater Road area and around the shopping centers. He stated that there are Popsicle signs in the area. He
stated that it is an epidemic. He stated that last week with the traffic flow it appears to be some change of
direction. He stated that he has been here 40 years and that he has seen street changes umpteen times. He
stated that they should be left the way they are. He stated that a person would probably sit at the light for about
10 minutes with no traffic. He stated that it can be done and that it is called a smart cycle. He stated that
when the light box near the post office got blown out by the motorist they had stop signs. He stated that when
the new light box got put in things worked on a nice sequence. He stated that now the lights are back the way it
used to be and that it is not right.

Vernel Gannaway, 652 Old Wagner Road, stated that last week he sent a “Notify Me” to the City about
two road trucks that were just sitting in front of his home. He stated that he thought that they were doing some
work but that they were just in the vehicle having a conversation. He stated that he has been reading that the
City has a lack of money. He stated that it seems like there is a lot of money in diesel and gas that is wasted
from sitting there. He stated that when he comes out there is no sand and that he did his own driveway. He
stated that in another area it was cleared out. He stated that he thinks that it should not be the citizen’s fault to
be blamed about the expenditure or shortage when there are vehicles that are just riding and work not being
done. He stated that he gets a response that they will get to them as soon as they can. He stated that he
heard the gentleman talking about the traffic light. He stated that the same light is having problems on Crater
Road. He stated that he is still doing U-turns. He stated that this is on Crater and Wagner Road. He stated that
there are two words that a lot of people get confused. He stated that this is service and job. He stated that the
people that hold positions as leaders should act accordingly. He stated that there is a professional way of
doing things. He stated that he thinks that this City is known for being kind to a lot of people. He stated that
sometimes it calls you to be unkind. He stated that he has tried to be fair with many people as possible. He
stated that he likes to give people the benefit of the doubt. He stated that he is not going to tolerate it. He
asked why they are not putting things in the paper that the children are doing. He asked why they are not
speaking on good things. He stated that they have to do things together to get things done. He stated that
before building anything that City needs to fix the infrastructure of the City.

9. BUSINESS OR REPORTS FOR/FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL:

a. Consideration to permit the agreement between the City of Petersburg and the Cameron 
Foundation to construct and maintain a community gateway located at East Washington Street.

            BACKGROUND: The Cameron Foundation plans to make a grant to the City equal to 50% of the
fixed cost amount of the Gateway to include contract administration and 50% of all change orders approved by
the City and Foundation to construct and maintain a community gateway located at East Washington Street
and Crossing Interstate 95.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council permit the agreement between the City of
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Petersburg and the Cameron Foundation.

Council Member Hart made a motion to permit the agreement between the City of Petersburg and the 
Cameron Foundation to construct and maintain a community gateway located at East Washington Street. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Wilson-Smith. The motion was approved on roll call.  On roll call 
vote, voting yes: Coleman, Hart, Hill, Moore, Wilson-Smith, Parham and Myers

16-ORD-7 AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF PETERSBURG
AND THE CAMERON FOUNDATION TO CONSTRUCT AND MAINTAIN A COMMUNITY
GATEWAY LOCATED AT EAST WASHINGTON STREET.

b. Consideration to amend the special fund budget for the proposed disposition of 16 parcels of 
publicly-owned property in the Halifax Triangle.

*Item removed because Item 7A was tabled.

Council Member Hill stated that he would like to thank everyone for coming out today. He stated that he
was out during the snow. He stated that he would like City administration to address the downtown area as far
as the car being parked during snow time. He stated that he noticed that some of the problems were that the
plows could not come straight down because so many cars were everywhere. He stated that if they can clear
the streets for a parade or anything then they can clear it for a snow storm that they know will happen. He
stated that a notice can be posted just like they do for parades. He stated that he had a few calls in regards to
the neighborhoods. He stated that he called the City Manager and he called the departments and that they got
over to those neighborhoods. He stated that he would commend them on the main roads like Sycamore Street,
Wythe Street and Crater Road and Washington Street. He stated that on the second day they were trying to
get to the secondary roads. He stated that a couple of his citizens called and he had to go out and help them
with some things. He stated that if they looked at the news the entire nation was talking about some of the
things that they were talking about. He stated that it did not just happen in Petersburg. He stated that people
were speaking on secondary roads in other areas too. He stated that he would like the City administration to
address these areas in the future. 

Council Member Moore stated that on Thursday, February 25, 2016, at the Union Train Station, he will
be having a Town Hall and Public Safety Meeting. He stated that guest speakers will be Police Chief John
Dixon and Mr. Marlon Dance of Dance Sporting Goods. He stated that they will be speaking on community
policing, second amendment and the current VA legislation and its effect on the community.

Council Member Moore made a motion to change resolution “12-R-42” from “Russell L. Bland Pavilion”
to “Russell L. Bland Clubhouse.” The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Parham. The motion was approved
on roll call.  On roll call vote, voting yes: Coleman, Hart, Hill, Moore, Wilson-Smith, Parham and Myers

Vice Mayor Parham stated that he will be having a Ward 3 Meeting on February 29, 2016, beginning at
6:00pm at Dogwood Trace Clubhouse. He stated that the speakers for that evening will be the Interim
Superintendent Dr. Shifflett. He stated that from the City’s side it will be Lieutenant Moore speaking about the
new crime tracking system.

10. CITY MANAGER’S AGENDA:

a. City Manager’s Report

1. Please increase the time of public information period to 3.5 minutes?
a. The three minute time limit is a policy and procedure that has to be voted on and decided by

City Council.

2. During the closing session of the council meeting, the adjournment should be done by the 
Mayor?
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a. This is a policy and procedure that has to be voted on and decided by City Council.

3. What is the City’s process of distribution of vehicles on Pocahontas Island?
a. The City’s vehicles are being outfitted for other departments to use and are being 

maintained by the City’s fleet.

4. What are the topics of closed sessions held over the last year? How many have there been and 
are there any common themes between them?
a. Closed sessions are not public information.

5. The driveway that leads to skate factory needs to be paved.
a. The driveway that leads to the skate factory is private property and needs to be maintained 

by the owner.

6. Please report to City of legal expenses and the investigation of the Generals.
a. These requests must be submitted through the FOIA process.

7. Please provide a report of the Jarratt House with a timeline.
a. The City had a structural engineer report and a stabilization plan completed. Funding has 

been secured for the stabilization and a historic structures report. The historic structures 
report will be a crucial piece to help guide the rehabilitation of the property. Stabilization and 
the historic structures report should be completed within the year.

8. Please notify the public on the City elevator certificates of approval.
a. City elevators are inspected annually. Certificates are kept in the elevators.

9. Channel 15 has not been in operation since January 8.
a. We have a temporary fix in place now, but a work order has been submitted to the vendor to

have equipment replaced.

10. Please give an update on the City water bill.
a. City of Petersburg utility customers will start to receive bills the week of February 1, 2016. 

For the bills being received on February 1, the due date will be February 25. This bill reflects
water usage from October 23, 2015 through December 31, 2015. Some residents will 
receive bills that reflect a 3-month usage, dating back to September 17 because no payment
was received during that timeframe. Moving forward, ALL due dates will fall on the 25th of 
each month.

Water usage for January 1 through February 29, bills will be mailed out by the beginning of 
March and will be due March 25. Beginning with March 1 water usage, the billing will start 
back on a 30 day cycle and the bills will be due April 25 (March 1 – March 31 usage).

Residents are able to view and pay their bills online at www.petersburg-va.com. Bills can 
also be paid in person at City Hall, any SunTrust bank location and the drop box located in 
front of City Hall. For issues with utility billing, please call (804) 733-2349 or email 
utilitybilling@petersburg-va.org.

11. Porterville has not been patched up since water main work, please advise on getting this area 
and Bolling and Shore Streets repaved as well.
b. Public Works crews have been directed to evaluate this area for repaving.

12. What is the status of Reggie Williams project?
a. This project is slated to break ground in the second quarter of 2016.

http://www.petersburg-va.com


     Minutes from the Petersburg City Council meeting held on:                                February 2, 2016            - 11 –
______________________________________________________________________________                                           

Mr. Johnson stated that at the last council meeting they held a public hearing on the acquisition of 125 
West Washington Street.  He stated that at that time the appraiser or the negotiation with the property owners 
had been completed. He stated that tonight he is asking City Council for the authority to acquire this piece of 
property for the price of $100,000.  He stated that the City had the property assessed at $98,000 and they it 
appraised for $94,000 and the owners were requesting $150,000.  He stated that throughout the negotiation 
they both agree on price of $100,000.

Mr. Johnson stated that he would like to remove the request noted.

11. CLERK OF CITY COUNCIL'S AGENDA:

No items for this portion of the agenda.

12. CITY ATTORNEY’S AGENDA:

No items for this portion of the agenda.

13. CLOSED SESSION (IF NECESSARY):

No closed is necessary.

14. ADJOURNMENT:

City Council adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

_________________________
 Clerk of City Council

APPROVED:
_________________________
Mayor


